Eighth Grade D1 Boys Push Record To 3-0

Another game, another nail-biting victory.
The St. Monica eighth grade D1 boys team pushed its record to 3-0 with a 39-38 victory at Prince of Peace Sunday. The Bearcats’ last two victories were not decided until the final 20 seconds.

The victory over POP was produced by balanced scoring, solid free throw shooting and clutch defense. Danny Roque had a team-high eight points while Ben Nichols, Aaron Ochoa and Brooks Barnhouse all had six points each. 

Nichols and Ochoa combined with fellow post players Nick Ackels and Jordan Brown to block shots help control the boards.
St. Monica used 7-0 run late in the first quarter to build its first lead. 

Ochoa made two free throws for a 7-6 lead. He then scored down low thanks to a perfect post entry pass from Peter Dykes. That basket was made possible by a fine Roque defensive play against a POP fast break. Dykes then hit a 3-pointer when Ackels found him on the perimeter. That made it 12-6.

Barnhouse scored the first points of the second quarter on a fast break layup thanks to a perfect pass from Brandon Jackson. The Bearcats had an 18-11 lead after Barnhouse made two free throws.
The home team, though, refused to let the Bearcats build much of a lead. St. Monica held a 20-17 lead at halftime.
St. Monica scored first in the second half. Roque executed a beautiful back door cut and point guard Christian Duaine found him for a layup and a 22-17 lead. The third quarter was back and forth and the Bearcats’ lead going into the final period was 29-24.

A driving layup by Barnhouse plus an Ackels’ free throw _ he got to the line after an aggressive offensive rebound _ got the fourth quarter jump started and extended the Bearcats’ lead to 32-24.

A free throw line jumper from Brown and an Ochoa free throw counted two POP basket to give St. Monica a 35-28 lead with just over two minutes remaining.

POP scored twice in a 27-second span to pull within 35-32.

With 45 seconds remaining, Matt White found himself open at the top of the key. His 3-pointer banked home to give the Bearcats a seemingly-safe 38-32 lead. But POP countered with a 3-pointer to make it 38-35.

Ochoa’s free throw made it 39-35 but a POP 3-point play cut the lead to one point. POP had the ball at midcourt with four seconds remaining but turned the ball over with an errant pass.

That sealed St. Monica’s 3-0 start. The Bearcats face St. Patrick at 4 p.m. Saturday in the St. Monica large gym.

